
Board Meeting 
VASC 09/29/2020, 6:00pm 

2407 Pisgah Road Florence, SC 29501 
 

In attendance: Principal Brittany Hamilton, Mr. Bill PIckle, Mrs. Cherry Gerrald, Dr. Marie DeVincenzo, Dr. Thomas 
Ducey, Mrs. Stacey Coleman, Mr. Carlos Washington, Mrs. Amanda Tyner (6:08 pm), Mr. Gary Summerfield,  and  
Dr. John Atkins. 
 
Meeting began at 6:04 pm  
Mr. Pickle called the meeting to order and took the roll audibly.  
 
Mr. Washington made a motion to approve the agenda.  
Mr. Summerfield made the 2nd motion to approve.  
Board unanimously approved the current agenda.  
 
Kathy Allen provided an overview of the monthly budget via phone.  Mr. Summerfield posed several questions 
relating to the Title I funding and Mrs. Hamilton provided a brief overview of Title I funding procedures. Mrs. Hamilton 
also provided a summary of budget line items that were over-budgeted.  
 
Dr. Ducey asked how the Vista After School program was progressing. Mrs. Hamilton reported that 32 students were 
enrolled currently. Vista Aftercare was projected to enroll 100 students for thirty-six weeks.  Mrs. Heather Williams is 
going to get more information about the ABC voucher program through the division of social services.  
 
Mr. Summerfield recognized two parents in the audience and asked how they felt about the Board of Directors’ 
decision to resume face-to-face school five days a week. The parents shared that they were pleased with the recent 
decision and that they agreed this decision was in the best interest of the children.  They expressed the importance of 
face to face instruction being crucial for their child’s retention.  
 
Mrs. Hamilton reviewed our current marketing flyer.  The general consensus of the board was to hold off on listing 
specific numbers related to 1:1 technology until the new order of Chromebooks arrived.  
 
Mrs. Hamilton reported that enrollment was at 508 students. Several ideas were suggested for expanding marketing 
efforts including social media ads, radio ads, and mailers.  Ms. Hamilton also shared that our enrollment diversity 
level was at 35%.  Dr. Atkins expressed a desire for more marketing ideas to reach the goal of 45-55%.  Mrs. 
Hamilton shared that the waiting list was diminishing and that we need to continue to grow this.  Dr. Atkins asked if 
CIE had any inexpensive marketing strategies and if we had utilized them. Mrs. Hamilton noted that she would have 
our marketing specialist reach out to CIE in regards to this.  Mr. Washington expressed interest in attending the next 
marketing meeting.  
 
Mrs. Hamiton provided an update on in-person instruction.  She shared that VA Staff is continuing to work on care 
line procedures to make this process more efficient. She reported that minor adjustments were also made to lunch 
and recess schedules.  The DOT is looking into installing school zone signs.  She also shared that a representative 
from Huberich called the Sheriff’s department to provide a traffic control officer.  
 
Mrs. Hamilton reported that no new active Covid-19 cases were reported.  She also shared that the quarantine room 
has been utilized one time.  
 
Dr. Ducey made the motion to move into executive session at 6:50 p.m. 
Dr. Ducey made the second motion.  



Board unanimously voted to move into the executive session.  
 
Mr. Carlos Washington made a motion to return to regular session at 8:00 p.m.  
Dr. Atkins made the second motion.  
Board unanimously voted to return to the regular session.  
 
Dr. Ducey made a motion to approve the salary of employee H.  
Mr. Sumemrfield made the second motion.  
Board unanimously voted to approve the salary of employee H.  
 
Mr. Summerfield nominated Mr. Washington for the Board Chair Position.  
Dr. Atkins nominated Dr. Ducey for the Board Chair Position.  
Both candidates discussed their desire to serve in this capacity.  Both candidates left the room and a paper ballot 
vote was taken.  
Dr. Ducey was elected as the Board Chair for the 2020-2021 school year.  
 
Mr. Summerfield nominated Mr. Washington for the Vice Board Chair position 
Mr. Washington ran unopposed. 
The board unanimously voted in favor of Mr. Washington as Vice-Chair for the 2020-2021 school year.  
 
Mrs. Gerrald nominated Dr. DeVincenzo as Board Secretary, unopposed.  
The board unanimously voted in favor of Dr. DiVincenzo as Board Secretary for the 2020-2021 school year.  
 
Mrs. Tyner nominated Mrs. Coleman as the Board Treasurer, unopposed.  
The board unanimously voted in favor of Mrs. Coleman as Board Treasurer for the 2020-2021 school year.  
 
Mr. Pickle asked if a board member would move to dismiss the meeting 
Mrs. Gerrald made the motion to adjourn. 
Dr. Atkins made the second motion. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:58 pm 


