
 

 

 
Minutes for Board Meeting on February 6, 2018 
Location: 704 N. Beaverdam Dr., Florence, SC 

Time: 6:00 p.m. 
 
Submitted by: Amanda Tyner, Secretary 

Meeting convened at 6:35. 

Committee Members Present: Carlos Washington, Michelle Mallory, Cherry Gerald, Bill 
Pickle and Tracy Johnson along with Renee Mathews, Project Manager. Amanda Connor arrived 
after the meeting convened.  
 

● Bill Pickle, Chair gave the welcome and read the mission statement.  There was no public 
comment.  

 
● Budget Report: The P and I Grant has been approved and the budget is still pending 

approval with the SC SDE as the technical assistance meeting was delayed but the budget 
should be approved soon. 

 
● Chair Report:  The Erskine Presentation was done on January 16 by Bill, Renee and 

Carlos. Charter approval is finalized at this time but we must give monthly reports on 
progress toward opening.  The board at the Charter Institute at Erskine was very 
supportive and positive. 

 
● Discussion was held about potential new committee members and current committee 

members were asked to recommend possible new members. We are looking for 
professionals in law, finance, marketing, or connected with McLeod.  

 
● All committee members were again encouraged to complete the Public Charter School 

Alliance of SC board training module before the next committee meeting. Please send 
proof of completion to Renee. The charter alliance spring meeting is March 27 and 28. 
Renee will attend.  There is money in budget for two more committee members to attend 
but you will need to pay and be reimbursed later.  

 
● The Committee went into executive session to discuss contractual regarding facility 

acquisition and renovation  
 

● After returning to the general session the following motion was made:  
 

○ Carlos Washington made a motion to approve the MOU with HighMark Charter 
Schools Development. Tracy Johnson seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously.  



 

 

● The Project Manager’s update included a discussion of the need to update the website and 
Facebook with better design features but to do that the school colors needed to be 
decided.  The wolf was previously chosen as the mascot.  After discussion of colors of 
other schools and possible uniform options for students, Tracy Johnson made a motion 
for the colors to be Red, Gray and White (later changed to Blue, Gray and White due to 
infringement concerns).  Cherry Gerrald seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  

 
● The Project Manager discussed a supply fee so that parents and students do not have to 

bring supplies to school on the first day.  After discussion of local fees and waiving fees 
for students who qualify for free lunch and discounts for large families, Michelle Mallory 
made a motion to set the supply fee at $45 per student per year and Tracy Johnson 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

 
● Renee Mathews informed the committee that insurance for the Virtus Planning 

Committee is required by the grant and that The Insurance People under the direction of 
John Ramsey would provide the certificate of insurance coverage for submission to the 
state. The vendor and cost for this item is in the Planning and Implementation grant 
budget. 

 
● The meeting adjourned at 7:57 pm.  

 
● The next meeting is scheduled for March 14, 2018.  

 
  
 


