
Special Called Board Meeting on December 9, 2020 
Time: 6:00 pm  

Location: Due to COVID-19, the meeting will be held via Zoom.  
 https://zoom.us/j/91305861176?pwd=ZDNMRWxIdXFWb3AxOW1CeUFXL20rQT09 

Meeting ID: 913 0586 1176 Passcode: YzR99n  

In attendance: Principal Brittany Hamilton, Dr. Thomas Ducey, Dr. Marie DeVincenzo,  
Mrs. Stacey Coleman, Mr. Carlos Washington, Mrs. Amanda Tyner (6:02), Mr. Don Strickland, and Dr. John Atkins.  

Meeting began at 6:00 pm  
Dr. Ducey called the meeting to order and took the roll audibly.  
The agenda was approved with no objection.  

Ms. Hamilton provided the Principal’s report and COVID-19 update. She reported 5 active cases and reported that 
VASC quarantined all of kindergarten and middle school. She reported 3 active cases within the third grade 
classrooms and two additional cases awaiting results. There are also 2 additional cases awaiting results in the 
seventh grade classes. Concerns were addressed regarding sibling exposure. DHEC considers siblings second hand 
exposure and does not require quarantining. Ms. Hamilton reminded the board that our current plan states that if 
10-15 active cases are reported at once that the school goes entirely virtual for at least 2 weeks. Ms. Hamilton 
reported that at the upcoming December 29th board meeting, there will need to be discussion about the school 
continuation plan and a new plan submitted.  

Dr. Ducey asked if VASC needed to poll parents again regarding who would elect virtual. Ms. Hamilton shared that at 
the end of second semester, near January 20,2021, a parent survey would be sent out.  

Ms. Hamilton shared information she gained from a DHEC meeting regarding rapid tests and vaccinations. She 
shared that we should expect to see vaccinations starting in January. She encouraged board members to reach out 
to legislators to encourage the speedy distribution of vaccinations among educators. She reported that VASC would 
have to make a decision about becoming a COVID-19 testing site very soon. Currently, staff, children and families 
are able to receive free testing through a partnership with USMA. In order to serve as a COVID-19 testing site, major 
changes would have to be made to the parking lot, staffing and traffic patterns all while regular school was in session. 
Ms. Williams provided a brief overview of the testing partnership with USMA. Dr. Atkins asked if USMC called 
patients for positive results, Ms. Williams confirmed that this does occur.  

Dr. Ducey was in favor of becoming a rapid testing site in hopes of stopping the spread of COVID-19. Dr. Atkins also                      
supported this possibility and suggested that it would be helpful to use the COVID-19 results also as a screening tool.                    
It was discussed that this testing would require parental consent. Several board members expressed concerns about                
children being sent to school deliberately in order to get free testing. Discussion occurred about the blurred lines  
between being an educational institution and not a medical clinic.  

Mr. Washington made the motion to move into the Executive Session at 6:27 pm.  
Ms. Tyner made the second motion.  

Returned to regular session at 6:47 pm.  
Mr. Washington made the motion to approve the quote from Vendor H for Chromebook purchase, not to exceed 
$50,000.  



Dr. Atkins made the second motion. 
The Board unanimously voted to approve the motion.  
Dr. Atkins expressed concerns about availability of communication regarding technology support. Dr. Ducey 
suggested that we implement a “Virtual Call Center” for our remote learning families.  

Mr. Washington made the motion to approve the bid from Vendor H for up to $50,000, for the purchase of new 
Chromebooks.  
Dr. Atkins made the second motion.  
The board unanimously approved Vendor H as the bid recipient for student chromebooks. 

The next board meeting was scheduled for December 29, 2020 and will be held virtually.  

Mr. Washington made the motion to adjourn at 6:52 pm.  
Ms. Tyner made the second motion.  
The meeting was adjourned at 6:53 pm. 


