
Special Called Meeting, March 16th

Location: Zoom

Meeting was called to order at 6:01 by Tom Ducey.

Roll call showed six board members in attendance (Tom Ducey, Scott Kozacki, Amanda Tyner, John

Atkins, Marie DeVincenzo, Don Strickland). Other’s present: Russ Caldwell (Financial Advisor), Joe
Bowers (PCSASC), Paula Gray (CIE)

Agenda was modified to allow open session comments from Russ Caldwell, Financial Advisor to Virtus

Academy. Motion to modify was made by Amanda Tyner, seconded by John Atkins. Agenda was
approved.

Mr. Caldwell, who is working with the Virtus Board to acquire the funding necessary to build the high

school, spoke to the board about the skill set that will be necessary for the incoming principal, in order
for them to effectively lead the school through the funding acquisition process, and construction of the
high school. Mr. Caldwell stated that Virtus should look for a high energy individual, who is challenge
oriented, and able to delegate tasks. They will need working knowledge in areas of finance, education,
and construction, and be able to adhere to rigorous timelines. They will need to be a clear
communicator, particularly when dealing with investors, and questions they may have for  administrators
about school specifics (e.g., what are the differences between STEM and PBL schools?).  The new
principal will need to be a proficient writer, because they will need to provide clear and concise
responses for the bond market.

After Mr. Caldwell delivered his comments, a motion was made by Carlos Washington to enter executive

session. The motion was seconded by John Atkins, and motion was passed.

Carlos Washington made a motion to come out of executive session, which was seconded by Amanda

Tyner. The motion was passed.

Board returned to open session, and a motion was made by Marie DeVincenzo to “Adopt the finalist list

as presented to the board from the principal search committee”. The finalists, as presented, were Mr.
Johnathon Wideman, Ms. Brittany Hamilton, Ms. Shemekia Nero, and Ms. Ashley Taylor. The motion
was seconded by Don Strickland. The motion passed unanimously.

Carlos Washington made a motion to adjourn. Motion was seconded by Amanda Tyner. Meeting was



adjourned.


